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ពេលបានព ើញរូបភាេអ្នកភូមសិ្វា យ នាឆ្ន ាំ ១៩៥៩ - ១៩៦០ តាមរយៈឯកស្វរចងក្កងពោយពោកក្រី May Ebihara ខ្ញ ាំមនិអាច 

ទបទឹ់កភ្ភនកបាន។ ពទោះជាអ្នកទាំងពនាោះេញាំជាបជ់ាញាតិរនាា នអ្ាីនឹងខ្ញ ាំពស្វោះ ប ញភ្នាពេលបានយល់ទឹកមញខក្បកបពោយភាេរលូតបូត,  

ស្វន មញញឹមក្ររ់ក្ស្វយ, ជីវភាេស្វមញ្ញ ក្បកបភាេរញខដញមរមនា របរ់អ្នកភូមសិ្វា យ ព្ាើឱ្យខ្ញ ាំមានពមាទនភាេដល់ក្បជាជនភ្ខែរ  

កាលជាំនានព់នាោះផង នឹកខឹងពតា ក្កហាយដល់អ្នកនពបបាយរមយយពនាោះផង ភ្ដលក្បទញក្រុកភ្ខែរឱ្យធ្លល កក់នញងពភលើងរង្គ្រា ម នាាំឱ្យ  

ហិនពហាចក្រុកពទរ ក្បជារាង្គ្រាក្ាតក់្បារនិរារបាកភ់្បកក្រួស្វរ ...។ របូភាេទាំងពនោះ ព្ាើឱ្យខ្ញ ាំកានភ់្តរអបរ់ង្គ្រា ម ពខពើមាកយអ្នក 

នពបបាយណាភ្ដលក្បការភ្កាងៗថាពរនហាជាតិ ញញ ោះញងឱ់្យភ្តមនញរសមានទាំនារ់រឱ្ស្វា ននឹងគ្នន  ពៅតាមភ្តនិនាន ការ ចាំណូលចិតា 
និងផលក្បពបជនរ៍បរ់ខលួន  ពោយយកពលរថាព្ាើពដើមបរីាង្គ្រា ពដើមបកី្បពទរ ...។ 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ព ែ្ ោះរបបនពបបាយក្គ្ននភ់្តជាពក្រឿងោបលនភ្ផនករមបកពក្ត៖ រាជានិយម, រងាមនិយម, ក្បជា្ិបបពតយយ ... ព ែ្ ោះអ្ាីកម៏និរាំខាន ់ 
រាំខានភ់្តពៅពលើមនញរសអ្នកដឹកនាាំ ពតើក្បកបពោយ្មេិ៌តភ្មនឬអ្ត!់ អាចឱ្យរាង្គ្រាររ់ពោយរញខស្វនាឬអ្ត!់         

ជីវភាេអ្នកភូមសិ្វា យនាឆ្ន ាំ ១៩៥៩ - ១៩៦០ អាចបកក្ស្វយបញ្ជា កថ់ា រាង្គ្រាអាចររ់បានពោយក្រួល ពបើគ្នែ នអ្នកនពបបាយពហងរ៊យ 
មកជួយ នាាំក្បយញទធតតាាំងទមទរភាេលអលអោះបភ្នាមឱ្យពទ។ 
 

ខ្ញ ាំរូមភ្លលងអ្ាំណររញណដល់ពោកអ្នកភ្ដលបានភ្លរកាឯកស្វររបូភាេទាំងពនោះ និងផសេាផាយបនា ឱ្យមនញរសជាំនានព់ក្កាយ ដូចជារូប  

ខ្ញ ាំបានពរៀនរូក្តយល់ដឹងេីស្វវតារបរ់ខលួន។ 

រូមវញិ្ជញ ណកខយនធអ្នកក្រី May Ebihara បានយល់រញរតិភេកញាំបីឃ្លល ត! 

A Khmer Story Lover 
 

 



 
Source of Text:  http://journals.cambridge.org 

Source of Pictures: http://sea.lib.niu.edu/ 

 

 

May Mayko Ebihara (1934 – 2005)  
An extract from The Journal of Asian Studies 

By Judy Ledgerwood, Northern Illinois University 
 

 

In 1959 – 60, May Ebihara was the first American anthropologist to conduct ethnographic research in Cambodia 

– and she would be the last to do so for nearly three decades.  Her two-volume dissertation, “Svay, a Khmer 

Village in Cambodia,” provided a remarkably detailed picture of village life, with analysis of social structure 

and kinship, agriculture, religion, and political organisation.  But May could not have known that the world she 

described would soon be shattered or that her description of village life would become the foundation for 
academic understanding of pre-war Cambodian society – in contrast to the reign of terror of Pol Pot’s Khmer 

Rouge rule.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://journals.cambridge.org/
http://sea.lib.niu.edu/


 

Throughout the war years of 1970s and 1980s, May had no information from the people of Svay, though she 
knew from news accounts that the area had been the scene of heavy fighting.   

When the country began to open up again after the withdrawal of Vietnamese forces in 1989, May returned and 

conducted research in the village on several visits between 1989 and 1996.   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Conducting the interviews was heart wrenching; of the 139 villagers she had known who were still living in 

1975, 70 people – 50 percent – had died during the three-and-a-half years of Khmer Rouge rule.  The casualties 

included her adopted parents and grandparents.  The people of Svay explained what had happened since she had 
left thirty years before, the terrible suffering they had endured during the Khmer Rouge years and how they 

were rebuilding their lives and their community.  Standing in a thatch hut with a dirt floor, the son of her 

adopted grandparents shook his head sadly, remembering the large wooden house on stilts that had been his 
home as a young man.  “Things are not what they were,” he said.  The people of Svay recognised May as their 

witness.  She was from their old world, “the time before,” now part of their idolised memories.   

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



She knew the scale of their loss because she understood what their lives were like before; she had respect for the 

memories of their loved ones.  One thing that she could do for them was return copies of pictures she had taken 
in 1959 – 60.  People wept to see the faces of their lost mothers and grandparents and children; all their photos 

had been lost in the war and revolution. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
A new generation of Western and Khmer scholars have come of age using May’s body of work as a cornerstone 

for their own.  Her articles on residence pattern, pre-war Theravada Buddhist practice and gender roles, and 

post-Pol Pot Cambodia are classics.  May also contributed to the re-emergence of Cambodian studies through 
her service on the Social Science Research Council’s Indochina Studies Committee of the Association for Asian 

Studies.  Besides her important and meticulous work as an ethnographer and scholar, May was a caring teacher 

and generous mentor.  She was also a gracious classy human being. 
 

 


